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Equipment Report

Design and Build-Quality
$W� ÀUVW� JODQFH�� WKH� $VWUD� LV�
VWULNLQJO\�PRGHUQ� ORRNLQJ�� ,WV�
EUXVKHG� PHWDOOLF� ÀQLVK�� ORZ�
SURÀOH�� DQG� PLQLPDOLVW� LQ-
dustrial design evoke a sense 
RI � XQGHUVWDWHG� OX[XU\�� 2QH�
might mistake it for a Scandi-
navian product, but it is purely 
)UHQFK��7KH�WRS�KDV�D�URXQG��
soft glowing dial that displays 
the active input along with 
WKH�YROXPH��7KH�UHDU�SDQHO� LV�
tucked under the unit to fur-
ther enhance its clean sophis-
WLFDWHG� ORRN�� 7KH� $VWUD� GRHV�
come at the expense of  not 
being able to use those giant 
power snakes so popular with 
PDQ\� DXGLRSKLOHV�� 7KRXJK�
visually petite, its internals re-
veal a component engineered 
IRU� VHULRXV� SHUIRUPDQFH�� (Y-
ery detail—from the recessed 
back panel to the circular 
WRS�SDQHO� LQGLFDWRU³UHÁHFWV�
'HYLDOHW·V�DHVWKHWLF�HOHJDQFH�

Remote and Interface
The remote matches the As-
WUD·V�GHVLJQ�HOHJDQFH��:LWK�D�
square base and silky-smooth 
circular top dial, it communi-
FDWHV�YLD�WZR�ZD\�%OXHWRRWK��
A small central display elimi-
nates the need to see the As-
WUD·V� WRS� SDQHO�� 7KH� UHPRWH�

gives you the ability to change 
volume, advance tracks, play, 
pause, and change the ac-
WLYH� LQSXW�� �,� ZLOO� VD\� LW� ZDV�
not the most intuitive device 
when changing the active in-
SXW�� ,W� WRRN�PH� D�PLQXWH� WR�
get used to the process of  
holding the play button until 
the input selection appeared 
on the remote and then using 
the track forward or back-
ward to scroll through the 
LQSXWV��� 7KH� UHPRWH� ZRUNHG�
H[WUHPHO\� ZHOO�� 1R� FRQQHF-
tion dropouts and immediate 
UHVSRQVLYHQHVV�� +RZHYHU��
because it is built on Blue-
tooth, it is unlikely that you 
can get a third-party remote 
WR�ZRUN�LQ�LWV�SODFH�

êøõ�ÙÿþĮ÷ąĂñĄÿĂ&ãñûùþ÷�Ąøõ�
Astra What You Want It To Be
It all starts with the online 
FRQÀJXUDWRU�� 2QH� PXVW� ÀUVW�
create an account, select the 
SURGXFW�� DQG� WKHQ� FRQÀJXUH�
WKDW�SURGXFW�DFFRUGLQJO\��7KH�

T he Devialet Astra is one of the most versatile and
forward-thinking audio components I’ve encoun-
tered—an elegant, compact device capable of  serving 
as a streaming DAC, phonostage, stereo integrated am-

SOLÀHU��DQG�VWHUHR�RU�PRQREORFN�DPSOLÀHU��,WV�GHVLJQ�SKLORVRSK\�
pushes the boundaries of  what a modern audio component can 
EH��FRPELQLQJ�'63�VRSKLVWLFDWLRQ��QRLVH�ÁRRU�HQJLQHHULQJ��DQG�
DQ� XQXVXDOO\� ÁH[LEOH� FRQÀJXUDWLRQ� V\VWHP�� %HIRUH� GLYLQJ� LQWR�
the listening impressions, it’s worth examining how Devialet ap-
SURDFKHV�ERWK�IRUP�DQG�IXQFWLRQ�

A Brief Look Back
My entry into high-end audio began with a Bang & Olufsen Beo-
PDVWHU������UHFHLYHU��,�ZDV�GUDZQ�WR�LWV�EHDXW\�EXW�DOVR�WR�%	2·V�
ZLOOLQJQHVV� WR� UHWKLQN� WKH� FRQYHQWLRQV� RI � WKH� WLPH��1R� FOXWWHU��
no knobs or visible buttons, everything neatly hidden in a form 
FRPSOHWHO\�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�DQ\�UHFHLYHU�RI �WKDW�SHULRG��,QVWHDG�RI �
KDYLQJ�SURJUDPPHG�)0�SUHVHWV��LW�LQFRUSRUDWHG�ÀYH�VHSDUDWH�WXQ-
HUV��'HYLDOHW�DGRSWV�D�VLPLODU�VSLULW³H[FHSW�LQVWHDG�RI �EHQGLQJ�WKH�
UXOHV��WKH�$VWUD�UHZULWHV�WKHP�HQWLUHO\��7KH�FRPSDQ\�KDV�EHHQ�IRU-
ZDUG�WKLQNLQJ�VLQFH�LWV�LQFHSWLRQ�LQ�������'HYLDOHW·V�ÀUVW�SURGXFW�
was visually and functionally different from anything on the mar-
NHW��D�WUHQG�WKDW�FRQWLQXHV�ZLWK�WKH���������$VWUD�UHYLHZHG�KHUH��

Rives Bird 

One Box to Rule Them All

Devialet Astra 
ßþĄõ÷ĂñĄõô�×ýĀüùĮõĂ)�
Streaming DAC

The Astra stands 
as one of the most 
compelling options 
available today.



https://www.wharfedaleusa.com/
https://www.leakaudio.com/
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Speaker Active Matching (SAM)
Devialet’s SAM technolo-
gy combines time-alignment 
DQG� GULYHU�VSHFLÀF� FRUUHFWLRQ�
ÀOWHUV�� GHULYHG� IURP� PHD-
surements of  individual loud-
VSHDNHU�PRGHOV��$OWKRXJK�P\�
Talon Hawks were not in the 
database, experimentation 
ZLWK� RWKHU� SURÀOHV� PDGH� WKH�
sonic impact of  SAM unmis-
WDNDEOH��:KHQ�PDWFKHG�WR�WKH�
correct speaker, SAM prom-
ises improved low-frequen-
cy extension, better timing, 
and reduced distortion—all 
ZLWKRXW� VRXQGLQJ� DUWLÀFLDO� RU�
'63�KHDY\��7KH�XVHU�DOVR�FDQ�
determine how much SAM in-
volvement he would like with 
D�́ WULPµ�OHYHO�VHWWLQJ�RI �²��G%�
WR����G%��7KH�OLVW�RI �VSHDNHUV�
that have been tested for SAM 
optimization is available on 
'HYLDOHW·V�ZHEVLWH���6HH�5REHUW�
(�� *UHHQH·V� H[WHQVLYH� HYDOXD-
WLRQ�RI �6$0�LQ�,VVXH������

Monoblock Mode
0RVW� DPSOLÀHUV� RIIHULQJ�
monoblock functionality sim-
SO\� FRPELQH� WKHLU� FKDQQHOV��
The Astra approaches this dif-
IHUHQWO\�� $IWHU� SURJUDPPLQJ�
monoblock mode through 
WKH� FRQÀJXUDWRU�� D� XQLTXH�
cross-linked interconnect lay-
RXW� WUDQVIHUV� FKDQQHO�VSHFLÀF�
information between the two 
XQLWV�� 7KLV� XQFRQYHQWLRQDO�
DUFKLWHFWXUH� UHÁHFWV�'HYLDOHW·V�
broader philosophy of  treat-
ing the signal path as a fully 
optimized system rather than 
D� PRGLÀHG� VWHUHR� WRSRORJ\��
Though I was unable to com-
plete full monoblock listening 
due to time constraints, the 
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�LV�QRWHZRUWK\�

Listening Impressions—
Streaming DAC Performance
As a streaming DAC in my 
main system, the Astra was 
UHYHODWRU\�� ,WV� QRLVH� ÁRRU�
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+HUH�WKH�$VWUD�VKLQHG��,�DS-
SOLHG� D� ��+]� KLJK�SDVV� ÀOWHU�
DW���G%�RFWDYH�WR�WKH�VSHDNHU�
outputs and a 60Hz low-pass
at 6dB/octave to the pre-outs 
IHHGLQJ�WKH�VXEZRRIHU��5HOLHY-
ing the Talons of  deep-bass
duties allowed the f110 to take 
command of  the lowest oc-
taves, dramatically improving 
dynamics, clarity, and sound-
VWDJH� IRFXV�� )HZ� LQWHJUDWHG�
DPSOLÀHUV�RIIHU�FURVVRYHU�ÁH[-
LELOLW\�DW�WKLV�OHYHO�

Devialet was founded on a 
technology the company calls 
ADH or Analog Digital Hy-
EULG�� 7KLV� WRSRORJ\� IHDWXUHV�
all Class A audio circuitry up 
to the Class D (switching) 
RXWSXW�VWDJH�

connections consist of  six RCA inputs, two optical TosLink, one 
86%��RQH�(WKHUQHW��DQG�WZR�VWHUHR�SDLUV�RI �ELQGLQJ�SRVWV��7KHUH�
are no balanced inputs or outputs, most likely due to the limited 
VSDFH�IRU�FRQQHFWLRQV��7KH�5&$V�FDQ�EH�FRQÀJXUHG�DV�D�VWHUHR�
DQDORJ�SDLU�ZLWK�À[HG�RU� YDULDEOH�RXWSXW�� RU� WKH\� FDQ�EH� FRQ-
ÀJXUHG� DV� 63',)� LQSXWV��<RX� FDQ� DOVR�KDYH� DQ\� FRPELQDWLRQ��
7KH�RSWLRQV�RQ�KRZ� WKHVH� FRQQHFWLRQV� FDQ�EH� FRQÀJXUHG� DUH�
H[WHQVLYH��DV�,·OO�GHVFULEH��2QFH�D�FRQÀJXUDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�FUHDWHG�
in your computer, it can be saved and later uploaded to the Astra 
WKURXJK�'HYLDOHW·V�DSS�

ÙÿþĮ÷ąĂñĄùÿþ�²N&éĄĂõñýùþ÷)Ú×Ù�ñþô�æøÿþÿăĄñ÷õ
,� VHW� WKH� RXWSXW� DV� À[HG� DQG� UDQ� WKH�$VWUD·V� DQDORJ� RXWSXW� WR�
P\� OLQHVWDJH�SUHDPSOLÀHU��7KH�$VWUD� LV�5RRQ�5HDG\�� VR� WKHUH·V�
UHDOO\�QRWKLQJ� WR�GR� LQ� WHUPV�RI �VHWXS��7KH�SKRQRVWDJH�RIIHUV�
the unique feature of  being able to select your cartridge in the 
FRQÀJXUDWRU��ZKLFK�KDV�SUH�ORDGHG�VHWWLQJV�DSSURSULDWH�IRU�\RXU�
GHYLFH��ZKLFK�\RX�FDQ�RYHUULGH�LI �GHVLUHG��7KHUH�LV�DOVR�WKH�DELO-
LW\�WR�FKRRVH�ZKDWHYHU�HTXDOL]DWLRQ�FXUYHV�\RX�ZLVK�WR�XVH��<RX�
FDQ�FKRRVH�D�UDQJH�RI �FXUYHV�LQ�WKH�FRQÀJXUDWRU�DQG�WKHQ�VHOHFW�
WKHP�RQ�WKH�Á\�

ÙÿþĮ÷ąĂñĄùÿþ�²O�&�ßþĄõ÷ĂñĄõô�×ýĀüùĮõĂ�ćùĄø�éąòćÿÿöõĂ�
Management
0\�VHFRQG�FRQÀJXUDWLRQ�SODFHG�WKH�$VWUD�LQWR�VHUYLFH�DV�DQ�LQ-
WHJUDWHG�DPSOLÀHU�LQ�WKH�IDPLO\�URRP�ZLWK�PDLQ�VSHDNHUV�DQG�D�
VXEZRRIHU��7KH�V\VWHP�LQFOXGHG�7DORQ�+DZN�VSHDNHUV�DQG�D�-/�
$XGLR�I����VXEZRRIHU��UHYLHZHG�0DUFK��������7KH�7DORQV�UROO�
RII �DURXQG���²��+]��VR�LQWHJUDWLRQ�EHQHÀWV�JUHDWO\�IURP�SUHFLVH�
FURVVRYHU�FRQWURO�

The presentation 
leaned toward 
smooth and 
relaxed, with 
excellent imaging.
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Daily Use & Reliability
In day-to-day operation, the 
Astra was responsive, stable, 
DQG� SUHGLFWDEOH�� 7KH� %OXH-
tooth remote connected 
instantly; app control was 
UHOLDEOH�� DQG� FRQÀJXUDWLRQ�
XSORDGV� ZHUH� TXLFN�� +HDW�
output was minimal, and the 
unit remained stable during 
H[WHQGHG� OLVWHQLQJ� VHVVLRQV��
The overall user experience 
aligns with Devialet’s premi-
XP�SRVLWLRQLQJ�

Summary and Final Thoughts
The Devialet Astra is one of  
the most unusual—and most 
capable—components I have 
UHYLHZHG��,WV�PL[�RI �FRQÀJX-
rability, Roon-Ready stream-
ing, phono capability, inte-
JUDWHG� DPSOLÀFDWLRQ�� '63�
tools, and monoblock poten-
tial is a unique combination I 
have not encountered previ-
RXVO\�LQ�D�VLQJOH�FRPSRQHQW�

The streaming DAC is a 
star performer, offering re-
ÀQHPHQW�DQG�UHVROXWLRQ�W\SL-
cally reserved for stand-alone 
XQLWV�� 7KH� SKRQRVWDJH� LV�
highly competent, if  slightly 
UHOD[HG�G\QDPLFDOO\��$V�DQ�LQ-
WHJUDWHG� DPSOLÀHU�� KRZHYHU��
the Astra truly excels—par-
ticularly when leveraging its 
advanced crossover tools and 
'63�LQ�WKH�6$0�WHFKQRORJ\�

For listeners seeking an el-
egant, modern, single-chassis 
solution with extraordinary 
ÁH[LELOLW\�DQG�JHQXLQH�DXGLR-
phile sound, the Astra stands 
as one of  the most compel-
OLQJ� RSWLRQV� DYDLODEOH� WRGD\��
+LJKO\�UHFRPPHQGHG��
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toward smooth and relaxed, 
with excellent imaging and a 
ZLGH�� FRKHUHQW� VRXQGVWDJH��
Dynamics were slightly polite, 
particularly compared to ded-
icated high-end phonostages 
known for explosive transient 
UHVSRQVH�� 6WLOO�� WKH� LQFOXVLRQ�
of  such a capable phonostage 
is a genuine value-add within 
a component already excelling 
LQ�PXOWLSOH�UROHV�

Listening Impressions—Inte-
÷ĂñĄõô�×ýĀüùĮõĂ
$V�DQ�LQWHJUDWHG�DPSOLÀHU��WKH�
Astra was transformative in 
WKH� IDPLO\�URRP�V\VWHP��7KH�
precise control over crossover 
point and slope allowed the 
Talon Hawks and JL Audio 
f110 to operate in perfect 
V\QFKURQLFLW\�� ,PDJLQJ�� FODU-
ity, bass extension, and mid-
range openness all improved 
GUDPDWLFDOO\��7KH�$VWUD�PDLQ-
WDLQHG�LWV�XOWUD�ORZ�QRLVH�ÁRRU�
and provided ample power 
DQG�FRQWURO��,Q�WKLV�FRQÀJXUD-
tion, the Astra outperformed 
my expectations and delivered 
one of  the most cohesively 
integrated two-channel/sub-
woofer systems I’ve assem-
EOHG�

Longer listening revealed 
two differences from the 
PDLQ�V\VWHP��GHHSHU�EDVV��GXH�
to crossover optimization and 
a different source) and a slight 
XSSHU�PLGUDQJH� JUDLQ�� 7KH�
latter was not present in the 
media room, suggesting that 
the family room’s standard 
household power—versus the 
media room’s dedicated bal-
anced power—was the likely 
FXOSULW��QRW�WKH�$VWUD�

ZDV�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�ORZ³´EODFNHU�WKDQ�EODFNµ³DOORZLQJ�ÀQH�PL-
FUR�GHWDLOV�WR�HPHUJH�HIIRUWOHVVO\��&\PEDO�GHFD\�ZDV�DPRQJ�WKH�
EHVW�,�KDG�KHDUG�IURP�D�GLJLWDO�IRUPDW��%XW�,�DOVR�QRWHG�VXEWOH�
WUDQVLHQW�DQG�VSDWLDO�FXHV�ZHUH�UHQGHUHG�ZLWK�XQFRPPRQ�FODULW\�

Despite the detail and clarity, the Astra maintained a subtly 
URPDQWLF� VRQLF� VLJQDWXUH�� JHQWOH� HGJHV�ZLWKRXW�KDUVK� WUDQVLHQWV�
DQG�QHYHU�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�ZRXOG�FRQWULEXWH�WR�OLVWHQHU�IDWLJXH��,W�LV�
D�'$&�RQH�FDQ�OLVWHQ�WR�IRU�KRXUV�ZLWKRXW�VWUDLQ��/RZ�IUHTXHQF\�
performance was strong, though not the absolute deepest I have 
KHDUG��2Q�%R]�6FDJJV·�´7KDQNV�WR�<RX�µ�H[WHQVLRQ�ZDV�VOLJKWO\�
lighter in the lowest octave compared to state-of-the-art DACs, 
EXW�VWLOO�KLJKO\�VDWLVI\LQJ�

Listening Impressions—Phonostage Performance
&RQÀJXUHG�DV�D�SKRQRVWDJH�� WKH�$VWUD� UHWDLQHG� LWV� VLOHQW�EDFN-
ground—a critical advantage when amplifying low-output 
PRYLQJ�FRLO�FDUWULGJHV��$V�PHQWLRQHG�PRVW�KLJK�HQG�FDUWULGJHV�
KDYH�SUH�VHOHFWHG�VHWWLQJV��0\�H[DFW�FDUWULGJH��WKH�$LUWLJKW�3&���
Coda, was not in the database, but the PC-1 was, and I expect 
WKHLU� VHWWLQJV� ZRXOG� EH� WKH� VDPH�� 7KH� ORDGLQJ� ZDV� ���� RKPV�
DQG�PD[�OHYHO�RXWSXW�ZDV� VHW� WR����X9�506��ZLWK�QR� FDSDFL-
WDQFH�DV�WKLV�LV�D�PRYLQJ�FRLO�FDUWULGJH��7KH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�OHDQHG�

Specs & Pricing

Output power: 150Wpc 

into 8 ohms, 300Wpc into 

4 ohms 

Peak power: 1000W (1ms)

Streaming services:
Airplay, Google Cast, Spotify 

Connect, Tidal Connect, 

UPnP, Roon Ready (RAAT)

Digital inputs: Up to 

192kHz/24-bit; network up 

to 192kHz/24-bit; USB up 

to 384kHz/24-bit

Phonostage: Moving-

magnet/moving-coil 

Distortion at 10V: 0.001% 

(10Wrms, 4 ohms, 1kHz) 

0.0006% (100Wrms, 4 

ohms, 1kHz)

Signal-to-noise ratio:
117dB

Output impedance: 0.004 

ohms (1kHz)

Damping factor: 2000 

(1kHz)

Crosstalk: 100dB 

(300Wrms, 4 ohms, 1kHz)

DSP processing: 
192kHz/32-bit

Dimensions: 386mm x 

47mm x 386mm 

Weight: 7.2kg

Price: $20,000

DEVIALET
devialet.com

http://devialet.com

